A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The decision to eradicate the Mass was taken, then, by
Somerset, Grey, Duke of Suffolk, Russell, and the others, who
desired to complete that great increase in their fortunes which
the destruction of the monasteries had begun. But they saw
that the thing would have to be done by stages, though the
stages would have to follow one upon the other fairly rapidly,
for time pressed. The diseased little boy, Edward the King,
had been trained in the full Calvinist spirit; even when he grew
older there would be no opposition from him. But everybody
knew what a bad life it was to depend upon: he might die at
any time, and would most probably die early.
The first step was the introduction of a new Liturgy in the
English tongue. It was hoped that if this were to be, in its first
stages, little more than a translation of the Mass, with such
doctrinal changes as were introduced concealed in the form of
words used, the thing would go through. A Prayer Book was
prepared; the new service was to begin on Whit Sunday,
June 9, of the year 1549, two years and a half after Henry's
death, which was, they thought, a sufficient interval of delay.
But the calculation was erroneous. The butcheries of only
twelve years ago kept the North cowed, but elsewhere violent
rebellions broke out. There were popular risings in the Severn
valley, in the Midlands, in East Anglia, in Wiltshire, and even
in the Home Counties and the West Country. In the latter a
considerable force was gathered and marched on Exeter. These
risings were confused and ill-organized, ill-armed. They were
not efficiently led—because the gentry, as in the former Pil-
grimage of Grace, felt their interest to be on the other side.
Also, these popular rebellions were mixed up with a great deal
which was only indirectly connected with the attempted religious
change; they were fed *' ^atred of the enclosure of common
land and by a gener oie^knctive feeling that the religious
revolution would—as, £%feer? it did—depress the masses to the
advantage of the rich. V*&ent and almost universal throughout
the south and the Midlands as these movements were, they
could not succeed against the organization opposed to them—
the united forces of the Government and, above all, its trained
jfcragiz mercenaries, German and Italian, and its artillery. Russell
relieved Exeter, which the western rising had besieged; his
mouoated Germans and veteran Italian soldiers did what they
willed with the unarmed mob of English countrymen, and of
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